
 

 
 
PhD scholarships 2024/25 
 
 

Centre name:  International Centre of Public Accountability 
 
Title of proposed research topics: 
 

• Performance measurement and impact reporting in non-profit organisations (including 

government and charities) to explore changes, practice, perceptions and behaviours of 

the main stakeholders in the field. The research can adopt both qualitative and/or 

quantitative methods. 

 

• Performance audit in public-sector and non-profit organisations (including government 

and charities) to explore changes, practice, perceptions and behaviours of the main 

stakeholders in the field. This can include the use of both qualitative and/or quantitative 

methods. 

 

• The historical role of audit in the public sector, including its relationship to Parliaments, 

Government bureaucracies and other stakeholders and the development of audit 

practices and techniques. 

 

• Accounting, Auditing and Accountability Arrangements in the public sector and/or non-

profit sector.  

 

• Localised institutional analysis of accounting, accountability and governance within not 

for profit entities, including but not limited to NGOs and public sector organisations. 

 
 
Potential supervisors (different supervisors will be available depending on the chosen topics 
above): 
 
Professor Mariann Liguori Prof Mariannunziata Liguori- Durham University Business School 
Professor Laurence Ferry Professor Laurence Ferry- Durham University Business School 
Dr Henry Midgley Dr Henry Midgley- Durham University Business School 
Dr Chaudhry Ghafran Dr Chaudhry Ghafran- Durham University Business School 
 
 

https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/mariannunziata-liguori/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/laurence-ferry/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/henry-c-midgley/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/chaudhry-m-ghafran/

