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DURHAM ENERGY LAW AND SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE
3-4 September 2026
Hogan Lovells Lecture Theatre, Durham Law School
DAY 1
3 September 2026
	09:30-10:00	
	Registration and Welcome Coffee

	10:00-10:10 	
	Welcome Address 
· Prof. Volker Röeben 
· Dr Smith Azubuike

	10:10-11:30 
	Panel 1: Global Energy Law Challenges 

	
	Moderator:
· Prof Volker Röeben


	
	SPEAKERS:
· Mahnaz Malik: Trends in International Energy Investment Arbitration  
· Aikaterini Florou: Contracting Sovereignty? Contractual Allocation of Maritime Delimitation Risk
· Temple Damiari: Withdrawal: Fossil Capital, Sunset Clauses, and the Future of Energy Investment Arbitration


	11:30-11:50 	
	Coffee/Tea Break

	11:50-13:10 	
	Panel 2: Sustainability  

	
	Moderator:
· Dr Ernesto Bonafe

	
	SPEAKERS:
· Lorenzo Cotula: Energy transition, commodities and sustainability in international trade treaties: Insights from the EU-Indonesia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
· Hiemstra Liebrich: Prioritizing in Sustainability: A Legal Review of the Balance Between Climate and Human Rights in The Energy Sector
· David Amakiri:  EU Antitrust and the Energy Transition: another way to prioritise sustainability  

	13:10-14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00-15:20 	 
	Panel 3: AI, Digitisation and Energy Governance 

	
	Moderator:
· Dr Smith Azubuike

	
	Speakers:
· Philip Oamen: AI, Socioeconomic Rights & the Just Energy Transition
· Shashi Kant Yadav: Procedural Energy Injustice in Regulating Data Centres in India
· Alptekin Cihangir İşbilir: Risk, Response Capacity, and the Legal Framework in Turkiye and the United States in the Context of Cyber Risks to Energy Supply Security.
· Fara Aliftisha Maharani: Nuclear Power for Hire: AI Hyperscalers & the Fracturing of Energy Justice in the US, UK & France


	15:20-15:40 	
	Coffee/Tea Break

	15:40-17:00 	
	Panel 4: Global Issues in the Energy Transition

	
	MODERATOR:
· Prof Ignacio Herrera Anchustegui


	
	SPEAKERS:
· Edwin Vanderbruggen — When Are Means “At the Disposal” of States? Implementing the Energy Transition under International Law
· Ahmad Ali Shariati: GHG Accounting & Global Responsibility: Towards an Integrated Approach to Mitigation and Loss & Damage

	19:00-21:00 	
	Conference Dinner at Durham Castle




DAY 2
4 September 2026

	09:30-10:00	
	Welcome Coffee

	10:00-10:10 	
	Day 2 Opening 
Prof. Volker Röeben 
Dr Smith Azubuike

	10:10-11:30 
	Panel 1: Offshore Energy, Nuclear & Renewables

	
	Moderator:
· Dr Godswill Agbaitoro

	
	SPEAKERS:
· Ignacio Herrera Anchustegui: Governing Scarcity at Sea: Wind Wake Effects & Offshore Energy Governance
· Ernesto Bonafe: Offshore Wind and the Energy Transition in the United Kingdom
· Andrew Walters: Maritime Nuclear Propulsion & the Territorial Ontology of the Joint Convention


	11:30-11:50 	
	Coffee/Tea Break

	11:50-13:10 	
	Panel 2: Energy & Climate Justice 

	
	Moderator:
· Dr Smith Azubuike 

	
	SPEAKERS:
· Godswill Agbaitoro & Hadiza Hamma: The Transformative Effect of Energy Justice on Energy Transitions in the Global South
· Azibasuam Lilian Afagha: Fair Rules for a Fast Transition: Rethinking How Global Climate Standards Apply to Africa 


	13:10-14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00-15:20 	 
	Panel 3: Critical Minerals, Trade & Global Energy Markets

	
	Moderator:
•Prof Lorenzo Cotula

	
	Speakers:
· Mabel Omolola Demokun: Energy Cooperation Law in Europe: New Frontiers, New Challenges & The need for New Regulation 

· Fawwaz Raafi: From Ore to Value? Indonesia's Nickel Export Ban, WTO Law, and Downstreaming in the Critical Minerals Supply Chain

	15:30-15:40 	
	Coffee/Tea Break

	15:30-16:30 	
	Energy Mentorship Session (ECRs, Postdocs & PGRs)

	
	Moderator:
• David Amakiri

	
	MENTORS:
• Volker Roeben (Leadership & Growth) 
• Ignacio Herrera Anchustegui (Academia & Research) 
• Mahnaz Malik (Industry & Practice) 

	16:30
	Durham Walk 

	
	End of conference. 
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