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If you do have a 
dream location, we 

encourage good faith 
applications to it





Non-European Exchange – Where can I GO
 

Check the ‘Where can 
I GO’ pages for a full 

list of non-EU 
destinations



European Exchange – Where can I GO
 

Select your 
department for a full 

list of European 
destinations





Rankings

Possibly the worst 
way to select a 
destination



Rankings – Just a made-up algorithm

World rank = 

Year abroad destination = Academic Fit, Personal Fit, Career Fit, Support etc

Undisclosed performance indicators, citations, reputation based on 
peers, medical School, research, outlook etc

Standardized using a cumulative probability function



#175th 
THE World 

Ranking

Rankings – Hong Kong Example

Durham PolyU CityU HKU CUHK / Lingnan

#83rd

Four subjects 
top ranked in 

HK.

#75th

Various top 
ranked subjects.  
1st for citations 

& patents.

#41st / 301st

LU – Lib Arts 
speciality. CUHK 

various top 
ranked areas.

#33rd

Top ranked in 
HK but not in all 

subject areas

0% 0% 75% 16.5%, 8.5%

% 1st ranked application choice by students selecting HK in 2023



Do your research

Primary Considerations

• Academic course

• Geography

• Language

• Activities and ambitions

• You and your support needs

• Be open



Academic Course

Shape your year to 
suit your academic 
ambitions



Academic Course

Course: by selecting modules you get to dictate the 
academic shape of your year abroad. You may:
- add depth to a subject you have already started studying;
- add breadth by learning about new areas in your field.

Languages: some non-anglophone universities (and most 
of Durham’s Departmental Exchange Coordinators) will 
allow a (beginners) language module to be taken.

Do your research! Check the course catalogues of multiple 
universities to compare courses appropriate to you. Hints:
- Search online: ‘[Name of University] Incoming 

Exchange’. 
- Check: what the full year workload is.



Geography

Explore the world



Think Geography!

Paris Cergy to Paris Centre Lille, Rouen, Tours to Paris Centre



“Asia”

Chiba, Hitotsubashi, ICU, 
Keio, Tohoku, UTokyo, 
Waseda

Kyoto, Nagoya, Osaka

Kumamoto, Kyushu

NTHU, NTNU, NTU
NSYSY 

PKU, Tsinghua. KoreaU, SNU, SKKU, 
Yonsei.

POSTECH

Nanjing
ECNU, ECUPL, 
Zhejiang

Ashoka

CUHK-Shenzhen
CityU, CUHK, HKU, 
Lingnan, PolyU

Chulalongkorn

Malaya

NUS, SMU



Languages

You don’t have to 
know a foreign 
language – but you 
could learn one



• Partner websites: you may be surprised which 
universities and countries teach in English

• Check out the elective language or pre-sessional 
courses. Most partners in non-anglophone countries 
offer languages courses

• Location: embedded
     with locals vs a year 
     as a tourist 

Languages
Turku, Finland, a student city with five 
universities. Many Scandinavian 
partners teach in English



Languages (for beginners) at partners

Check out whether a partner offers a 
free language programmes for 
exchange students



Activities and ambitions

What make you you?
Can you do it abroad?
What may you want to try?





UNESCO city with weekly events

• 17 Oct - Irish Folk Festival

• 26 Oct - Jazzfestival 

• 09 Nov - Chaos Unity Festival

• 11 Nov - Yogafestival

• 23 Nov - Baphofest - Winternights

• 25 Nov - Women in Film Festival

• 29 Nov - Psychedelic Network 

Festival

• 29 Nov - Christmas Market





You and your support



You and your support - Accommodation

• Check the (partner’s) website
• Non-EU – more likely to offer uni accommodation
• Europe – a mix depending on location

• If not (or you don’t want to live in university 
accommodation?

• Check forums online. Some cities are more 
challenging.

• Price
• Some countries / locations are more expensive than 

others. 



You and your support

Location
• Size of city. Big vs. small. Suburbs vs. centre.

• Walking or commuting distance?
• Environment around the university?

Freie Universität Berlin
Parks, forests, lakes botanic 
gardens, metro to the centre

Humboldt Universität Berlin
Directly in the city centre

Both are great universities! 
Both are in the capital and 
both will be different to 
Durham. Have a think about 
but which ‘vibe’ you may be 
happier at.



You and your support

Student support
• Integration programme?
• Accommodation offered?
• Support services?
• Gender identity, expression and sexual orientation

Activities and interests
• Local culture/sport programme
• Your interests offered and distance?



Be open



Be open



Be open



Be open



Be open: Plan B?

Most non-European exchange applicants 
are not placed at their first-choice 
university

• Be prepared to accept your second and 
third choices.

• There are always unallocated “reserve” 
places at other universities.

• Are you prepared to be open or more 
adventurous?

• The European exchange programme.

Secondary Considerations



Many students who go on an 

exchange at a reserve choice report 

that they would choose it as a first 

choice if given the chance again
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