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[image: ]CCS Postgraduate Scholarships in Catholic Theology and Catholic Studies
Information for applicants, 2027–28
The Centre for Catholic Studies (CCS) at Durham University invites applications for postgraduate scholarships for the 2027–28. Awards are available to eligible full-time and part-time students undertaking postgraduate taught or research programmes in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies within the Department of Theology and Religion at Durham University.
Applications are welcome from both new applicants and eligible current students. New applicants must first apply for admission to an eligible postgraduate programme and must have received a formal offer from Durham University before their application for a CCS scholarship can be considered. 
Unless otherwise stated, CCS scholarships provide full or partial support towards tuition fees. International students are welcome to apply, although some awards are limited to the UK/Home tuition-fee rate and will not cover any difference between the home and the overseas tuition-fee rates. 
Applicants should read the eligibility requirements, details of the individual awards, and conditions of funding carefully before completing the application form.


At a glance
· Who can apply: Eligible new and current postgraduate students undertaking full-time or part-time study in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies within the Department of Theology and Religion at Durham University[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  In exceptional circumstances, a PhD candidate’s primary supervisor may be located in another academic department at Durham University.  ] 

· What the scholarships cover: Full or partial support towards tuition fees. 
· New applicants: You must apply for admission to an eligible Durham University postgraduate programme and receive a formal offer before your CCS scholarship application can be considered. The CCS advises submitting the programme application by Sunday 9 May 2027 at the latest.
· CCS scholarship application deadline: Sunday 30 May 2027
· Distance-learning applicants: Students on eligible Distance Learning programmes in Catholic Theology may apply for specified awards.
· International applicants: International students may apply, but some awards are limited to the UK/Home tuition-fee rate.
· How applications are assessed: All applications are considered by the CCS Scholarships Committee, taking account of academic excellence and potential, demonstrated financial need, and any fund-specific eligibility criteria. 
· Contact: Mrs Theresa Phillips, CCS Manager - theresa.phillips@durham.ac.uk or +44 (0) 191 334 3952.


Eligibility
Applications are invited from new and current students undertaking full-time or part-time postgraduate study in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies.
To be eligible for consideration, applicants must:
· be registered in, or applying to, an eligible programme at Durham University (see list below);
· normally be based within the Department of Theology and Religion; and
· demonstrate excellent academic performance or potential, alongside financial need.
New applicants must have received a formal offer of a place on an eligible programme before their application for a CCS scholarship can be considered. The scholarship application may be submitted before the formal offer of a place has been received.
Eligible current students, including those who have not previously received a CCS scholarship, may apply. Current students will normally be expected to have participated regularly in CCS seminars and events during their period of registration. This expectation does not apply to students on Distance Learning programmes.
International students are welcome to apply. Where an award is limited to the UK/Home tuition-fee rate, a successful international applicant will be responsible for funding the difference between the award and the international tuition fee.
The CCS are keen to support students from diverse backgrounds, with a special concern to support those whose backgrounds and contexts have traditionally been marginalised in academic studies. This might include, for example, prisoners and former prisoners, students with disabilities, students with experience of the care system, and students who are first generation scholars.
In certain circumstances, where PhD students studying at distance are being supervised by a CCS staff member applications will be considered for up to £5,000 per annum towards tuition fees. Receipt of any scholarship from the CCS under these circumstances implies that recipients will visit Durham at least once per annum for either the CCS Early Career and Postgraduate Conference or the CCS Friends’ and Benefactors’ event. When considering such applications the CCS Scholarships Committee will take into account the strength of the supervisor’s link to the Centre.
In exceptional circumstances, an application may be considered from a PhD student whose primary supervisor is based in another Durham University department. 
Unless otherwise stated for a particular scholarship:
· Recipients must participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme during the period of the award. This includes such things as: the Catholic Theology Research Seminar (CTRS), the annual Bishop Dunn Memorial Lecture, the CCS Friends’ and Benefactors’ day, the Early Career and Postgraduate Conference, and other such events organised by the CCS for the CCS community. Students may also be asked to participate in the planning and delivery of such activities. 
· Recipients on Distance Learning programmes will be expected to contribute to the CCS as appropriate, specifically  to help raise awareness of the Distance Learning programme, and to help nurture donor support for CCS scholarships. This might involve making a modest video or writing up a short article about their studies.


Eligible programmes
Applications will be considered from students registered on, or applying to, the following programmes in the Department of Theology and Religion at Durham University:

Taught programme based in Durham
· MA in Theology and Religion (V8K407)
Applicants to this programme must pursue an informal pathway in Catholic Studies. This requires applicants to take:
· Classic Texts in Christian Theology (THEO43430);
and at least one of the following modules: (DL denotes a module delivered online)
· Catholic Theology: A Preliminary Tour (DL), THEO45930
· Catholic Social Thought and Practice (DL), THEO46230
· The Theology of Thomas Aquinas: Selected Topics (DL), THEO46330
· Conceiving Change in Contemporary Catholicism (DL), THEO46030
· Conceiving Change in Contemporary Catholicism, THEO40230
· Twentieth-Century Catholic Theology (DL), THEO46130
· High Medieval Franciscan Theology (DL), THEO46530
· Faith and Reason (DL), THEO46430
and
· a dissertation with a clear connection to Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies.

Distance Learning programmes in Catholic Theology 
· MA in Catholic Theology (Distance Learning), V8K807 and V8T107
· Postgraduate Diploma in Catholic Theology (Distance Learning), V8K812
· Postgraduate Certificate in Catholic Theology (Distance Learning), V8K814
· CPD in Catholic Theology (Distance Learning), V8K118
· CPD in Catholic Social Thought and Practice (Distance Learning), V8K218
· CPD in High Medieval Franciscan Theology (Distance Learning), V8K318 

Research programmes
· MA by Research
· MLitt
· DThM – N.B. Applications from students on the DThM programme will be considered only after completion of the first taught phase of the programme.
· Integrated PhD – N.B. First-year Integrated PhD students may apply if they meet the eligibility requirements for the MA in Theology and Religion set out above. Other Integrated PhD students may become eligible after completing the taught MA phase.
· PhD
The applicant’s proposed research must be in an area of Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies. Eligible areas include:
· Constructive Catholic Theology
· Catholic Historical Theology
· Interpretation of Scripture in the Catholic tradition
· Catholic Social Thought and Practice
· The history of Catholicism
· Lived Catholicism
· Social-scientific study of Catholicism
· Franciscan Studies
Applicants who are unsure whether their proposed research falls within the scope of the scholarships are encouraged to contact the CCS Manager before applying. 


Scholarships available for 2027–28
The following scholarships are available for eligible postgraduate students in 2027-28. Applicants only need to submit one application, and eligible applications may also be considered for other awards that become available.
Summary of awards 
	Scholarship fund
	Awards
	Eligible modes of study
	Particular criteria or priorities

	Janet Erskine Stuart Scholarship Fund
	Full or partial support towards tuition fees at the UK/Home rate; awards of one to three years, subject to satisfactory academic progress
	Durham-based and distance-learning programmes; 
full-time or part-time
	Intended primarily to support teachers or chaplains, with particular consideration given to teachers and chaplains in the UK

	St Jude Postgraduate Scholarship Fund
	Full or partial support towards tuition fees; one-year awards, renewable.
	Durham-based programmes; full-time or part-time
	Recipients must participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme

	Louis Lafosse Scholarship Fund
	ONE one-year full-time or two-year part-time full MA tuition-fee scholarship (UK/Home rate), and UP TO TWO full PhD tuition-fee scholarships (UK/Home rate), up to three years full-time or six years part-time.
All subject to satisfactory academic progress.
	Durham-based programmes; full-time or part-time
	Recipients must participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme. The MA award is for the MA in Theology and Religion (V8K407).

	Catherine Mulligan Scholarship Fund
	Full or partial support towards tuition fees; one-year award, renewable
	Durham-based and distance-learning programmes; full-time or part-time
	Awarded on the basis of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need

	Edith Stein Postgraduate Bursary Fund
	Full or partial support towards tuition fees; one-year award, renewable
	Durham-based and distance-learning programmes; full-time or part-time
	Awarded on the basis of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need

	Mary Ward Postgraduate Scholarship Fund
	Full or partial support towards tuition fees; one-year award, renewable
	Distance Learning programmes; full-time or part-time
	Intended primarily to support RE teachers, chaplains, and others working in the Church

	Centre for Catholic Studies Scholarship Fund
	Full or partial support towards tuition fees; one-year award, renewable
	Durham-based and distance-learning programmes; full-time or part-time
	Awarded on the basis of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need




The individual scholarship funds
N.B. The amounts shown below are the total funds available under each heading and may be divided between more than one applicant. The full amount available need not necessarily be awarded in any given year. 

· Janet Erskine Stuart Scholarship Fund
Awards: 			One to three years, subject to satisfactory academic progress
The endowment for the Janet Erskine Stuart Scholarship Fund was established with a generous donation from the Society of the Sacred Heart (RSCJ). Awards are made from the endowment on a competitive basis to eligible full-time or part-time postgraduate students in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies.
Applications are invited from students on Durham-based programmes who can participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme, and students on eligible Distance Learning programmes.
Awards may provide full or partial support towards tuition fees at the UK/Home rate. 
The fund is intended primarily to support teachers and chaplains, and particular consideration will be given to applications from teachers and chaplains in the UK. Applications are especially invited from:
· Teachers of Religious Education wishing to undertake an MA to strengthen their subject knowledge; and
· Teachers of other subjects wishing to retrain to teach Religious Education.
Awards will take account of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need. 

· St Jude Postgraduate Scholarship Fund
Awards: 			One year, renewable
Total funding available: 	Up to £8,000
The St Jude Postgraduate Scholarship Fund was established through the generosity of an individual benefactor in thanksgiving for many graces and favours received through the intercession of St Jude.
Awards are made competitively to eligible full-time or part-time postgraduate students in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies. The fund is open to Durham-based students who can participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme.
Funding may provide full or partial support towards tuition fees. Awards will take account of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need. 

· Louis Lafosse Scholarship Fund
Awards: 	Up to three years for full-time study or six years part-time study, subject to satisfactory academic progress.
The Louis Lafosse Scholarship Fund was established in association with the Sisters of Christian Education. 
The following awards may be made in 2027-28:
· up to two full UK/Home tuition-fee scholarships for eligible PhD students undertaking research in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies; and
· one full UK/Home tuition-fee scholarship for an eligible student undertaking the MA in Theology and Religion (V8K407).
Applications are invited from eligible full-time and part-time students who can participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme.
Successful international applicants will be responsible for meeting the difference between the UK/Home and international tuition-fee rates.

· Catherine Mulligan Scholarship Fund
Awards: 			One year, renewable
The Catherine Mulligan Scholarship Fund was established in association with Mater Ecclesiae. Awards are made competitively to eligible full-time or part-time postgraduate students either on Durham-based programmes who can participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme, or to students on Distance Learning programmes.
The fund may provide full or partial support towards tuition fees. Awards will take account of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need. 

· Edith Stein Postgraduate Bursary Fund
Awards: 			One year, renewable
Total funding available: 	Up to £12,000
The Edith Stein Postgraduate Bursary Fund was established in association with the Carmelite Nuns of Great Britain. Awards are made competitively to eligible full-time or part-time postgraduate students in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies.
Applications are invited from both Durham-based students who can participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme, and students on eligible Distance Learning programmes.
Funding may provide full or partial support towards tuition fees. Awards will take account of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need. 

· Mary Ward Postgraduate Scholarship Fund
Awards: 			One year, renewable
Total funding available: 	Up to £9,000
The Mary Ward Postgraduate Scholarship Fund was established in association with the Congregation of Jesus. Awards are made competitively to eligible full-time or part-time postgraduate students in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies.
Applications are invited from students on eligible Distance Learning programmes.
The donor has established this fund primarily to support Religious Education teachers, chaplains, and others working in the Church who wish to further their theological studies, especially through Distance Learning programmes in Catholic Theology.
Funding may provide full or partial support towards tuition fees. Awards will take account of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need. 

· Centre for Catholic Studies Scholarship Fund
Awards: 			One year, renewable
Total funding available: 	Up to £13,000
The Centre for Catholic Studies Scholarship Fund was established through the generosity of an anonymous donor. Awards are made competitively to eligible full-time or part-time postgraduate students in Catholic Theology or Catholic Studies.
Applications are invited from both Durham-based students who can participate regularly, in person, in the CCS academic programme, and students on eligible Distance Learning programmes.
Funding may provide full or partial support towards tuition fees. Awards will take account of academic excellence and potential alongside demonstrated financial need. [
 
General points when applying to the awards
· Due to limited funding available for 2027-28, awards will contribute towards tuition fees only; support cannot be given towards living costs. Applicants should demonstrate their ability to meet their own maintenance costs and any shortfall in tuition fees.
· Applicants may be considered for any scholarship for which they meet the relevant criteria, including other suitable awards that become available.
· Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis. All eligible applications will be considered carefully, taking account of the information provided in the scholarship application. 
· International students are welcome to apply, but where awards are limited to the UK/Home tuition-fee rate, international students, if successful, would need to fund the balance of their tuition fees from another source.
· Awards described as ‘one-year, renewable’ do not guarantee funding for future years of study. However, the CCS Scholarships Committee will give priority, where possible, to students who have already been in receipt of a CCS Scholarship during the previous academic year and who have at least one further year of study. Further awards are subject both to sufficient funds being available and to a satisfactory progress report being received from the student’s primary supervisor or module convenor.
· Applicants must provide full and accurate information about their financial circumstances and notify the CCS Manager of any relevant changes or other financial assistance received after submitting an application or during the period of an award. Additional financial assistance may result in the CCS award being reduced or, in exceptional circumstances, withdrawn. Failure to declare any such information will automatically carry the penalty of total cancellation of any CCS Scholarship award.


Application process and deadlines
All applicants should read the eligibility criteria and individual scholarship descriptions carefully before applying.

New applicants
New applicants must complete two separate applications:
1. an application for admission to an eligible postgraduate programme at Durham University; and
2. a CCS Postgraduate Scholarship application.
Step 1: Apply for admission to an eligible programme
Complete the standard online application for postgraduate admission, including all required supporting documents, by Sunday 9 May 2027. Applicants must have received a formal offer of a place on an eligible programme before their CCS scholarship application can be considered. Information about applying for postgraduate study is available from the Department of Theology and Religion application process. 
You may submit your scholarship application before you receive your formal offer of a place.
Step 2: Apply for a CCS scholarship
Download and complete the CCS Scholarships Application Form, ensuring that all sections of the form are completed fully and accurately, including the financial information in Section 4, and return it to the CCS Manager by Sunday 30 May 2027 with:
· a covering letter - Your covering letter should include: details of your proposed course of study (e.g. anticipated modules and envisaged dissertation topic for MA students; a summary of the research proposal for research students); details of how your proposed course of study fits into the story of your academic career; and how you plan subsequently to use your studies in relation to Catholic theological education and/or research, and/or wider service in church/society.
· For PhD students, a copy of your research proposal.
· evidence of your household income - either: 
· a copy of your most recent Student England letter confirming the financial breakdown of your maintenance grant/loan; or 
· a copy of your most recent P60, confirming your household income.
International students should submit equivalent official documents to show evidence of household income.  All evidence should be an English translation.
Step 3: Approaching your referee
Applicants should approach their referee and ask them to send a reference direct to Theresa Phillips, the CCS Manager, contact details as below.

Current students
Eligible current students do not need to submit a new programme application. They should download and complete the CCS Scholarships Application Form as Step 2 above and return it to the CCS Manager by Sunday 30 May 2027.
Current students should ask their primary supervisor or module convenor to send a progress report in support of their application direct to Theresa Phillips, the CCS Manager, contact details as below.

Submitting the scholarship application
Completed application forms should be returned to:
Mrs Theresa Phillips
CCS Manager
Department of Theology and Religion
Durham University
theresa.phillips@durham.ac.uk

Key Deadlines
	
	
	Deadline

	New applicants
	Submit the online programme application for admission, with all supporting documents
	Sunday 9 May 2027  

	New and current students
	Submit the CCS scholarships application form
	Sunday 30 May 2027




Outcome of applications
All applicants will be notified of the result of their application by email by mid-July 2027. 


Contact and further information
Any questions about eligibility, the available scholarship funds, or the application process should be directed to:
Theresa Phillips
CCS Manager
Centre for Catholic Studies, Department of Theology and Religion, Durham University
Email: 		theresa.phillips@durham.ac.uk 
Telephone: 	+44 (0) 191 334 3952



durham.ac.uk/theology.religion
centreforcatholicstudies.co.uk
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